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Skype To Acquire Year-old Group
Messaging Service GroupMe

Michael Arrington
2:42 PM PDT - August 21, 2011

Skype will acquire group messaging service GroupMe, a service that was
born at a hackathon at TechCrunch Disrupt in New York in 2010. GroupMe
was founded by Jared Hecht and Steve Martocci.
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—  Prompting real-world impact
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Just a couple of months after TechCrunch Disrupt the company closed a
$850,000 round of financing from Betaworks, SV Angel, First Round
Capital, Lerer Ventures and a number of prominent angels. Early this year
the company raised $10.6 million more from Khosla Ventures, General
Catalyst and previous investors.

GroupMe allows you to create on the fly private phone groups with others,
and then send text messages throughout the group and set up free
conference calls.

Skype CEO Tony Bates says that he’s been talking to the company for a
few months, at about the same time Skype was in negotiations to be
acquired by Microsoft.

The Microsoft transaction is still pending.

They’ll keep GroupMe as a standalone brand, Bates says, and look for
integration points over time. “The group messaging space in general is
one of the most important markets for Skype,” he told me via a Skype
video call earlier today. He added: “GroupMe creates a very sticky instant
feeling. Like Skype, it is an everyday interactive form of communication.
Skype’s goal is to get to 1 billion users. Mobile is the place to do that.”
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GroupMe, which has twenty employees, will remain in New York.
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Michael Arrington most recently Co-Founded CrunchFund after leading TechCrunchto a
successful exit with AOL. His venture investments include Uber, Airbnb and Pinterest. Michael...

ViewBio >


https://techcrunch.com/tag/groupme/
https://techcrunch.com/tag/microsoft/
https://techcrunch.com/tag/skype/
https://techcrunch.com/category/venture/
https://techcrunch.com/techcrunch-affiliate-monetization-standards/
https://twitter.com/arrington?lang=en
https://twitter.com/arrington?lang=en
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=500065899
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=500065899
https://www.linkedin.com/in/arrington-micheal-8b256618a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/arrington-micheal-8b256618a/
https://techcrunch.com/author/michael-arrington/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftechcrunch.com%2F2011%2F08%2F21%2Fskype-to-acquire-year-old-group-messaging-service-groupme%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftechcrunch.com%2F2011%2F08%2F21%2Fskype-to-acquire-year-old-group-messaging-service-groupme%2F&text=Skype+To+Acquire+Year-old+Group+Messaging+Service+GroupMe&via=techcrunch
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftechcrunch.com%2F2011%2F08%2F21%2Fskype-to-acquire-year-old-group-messaging-service-groupme%2F&title=Skype+To+Acquire+Year-old+Group+Messaging+Service+GroupMe&summary=Skype+will+acquire+group+messaging+service+%3Ca+href%3D%22http%3A%2F%2Fwww.groupme.com%22%3EGroupMe%3C%2Fa%3E%2C+a+service+%3Ca+href%3D%22https%3A%2F%2Ftechcrunch.com%2F2010%2F08%2F26%2Finception-a-hackday-dream-the-story-of-groupme%2F%22%3Ethat+was+born%3C%2Fa%3E+at+a+hackathon+at+TechCrunch+Disrupt+in+New+York+in+2010.+GroupMe+was+founded+by+Jared+Hecht+and+Steve+Martocci.+The+terms+of+the+deal%2C+including+price%2C+aren%27t+being+disclosed.Just+a+couple+of+months+after+TechCrunch+Disrupt+the+company+%3Ca+href%3D%22https%3A%2F%2Ftechcrunch.com%2F2010%2F08%2F25%2Fgroupme-born-at-techcrunch-disrupt-secures-funding-and-launches%2F%22%3Eclosed%3C%2Fa%3E+a+%24850%2C000+round+of+financing+from+Betaworks%2C+SV+Angel%2C+First+Round+Capital%2C+Lerer+Ventures+and+a+number+of+prominent+angels.+Early+this+year+the+company+%3Ca+href%3D%22https%3A%2F%2Ftechcrunch.com%2F2011%2F01%2F04%2Fgroupme-scores-10-6-million-from-khosla-ventures-and-others%2F%22%3Eraised+%2410.6+million%3C%2Fa%3E+more+from+Khosla+Ventures%2C+General+Catalyst+and+previous+investors.&mini=1&source=TechCrunch
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftechcrunch.com%2F2011%2F08%2F21%2Fskype-to-acquire-year-old-group-messaging-service-groupme%2F&title=Skype+To+Acquire+Year-old+Group+Messaging+Service+GroupMe
mailto:?subject=Skype+To+Acquire+Year-old+Group+Messaging+Service+GroupMe&body=Article%3A+https%3A%2F%2Ftechcrunch.com%2F2011%2F08%2F21%2Fskype-to-acquire-year-old-group-messaging-service-groupme%2F
https://techcrunch.com/2011/08/21/skype-to-acquire-year-old-group-messaging-service-groupme/

Advertisement

iE DISRUPT

October 13 - 15 San Francisco

Last day to book an exhibit table is
September 18. Don’t miss out on high-
impact leads, investor access, and a
brand spotlight in Disrupt’s Expo Hall.

Most Popular %%

OpenAl caught its models leaving
notes to successors to hide bad
behavior

Clean tech startup Fluxnium found
a way to tap 50,000 years’ worth
of nuclear fuel

Salesforce and Nvidia’s new
reasoning model is everything the
Al labs should fear

Jensen Huang took a call from
Trump, and showed off something
else, too



https://techcrunch.com/events/techcrunch-disrupt/exhibit/?promo=rightrail_exhibit&utm_campaign=disrupt2026&utm_content=exhibit&utm_medium=ad&utm_source=tc
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/17/openai-caught-its-models-leaving-notes-to-successors-to-hide-bad-behavior/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/17/openai-caught-its-models-leaving-notes-to-successors-to-hide-bad-behavior/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/17/openai-caught-its-models-leaving-notes-to-successors-to-hide-bad-behavior/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/16/clean-tech-startup-fluxnium-found-a-way-to-tap-50000-years-worth-of-nuclear-fuel/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/16/clean-tech-startup-fluxnium-found-a-way-to-tap-50000-years-worth-of-nuclear-fuel/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/16/clean-tech-startup-fluxnium-found-a-way-to-tap-50000-years-worth-of-nuclear-fuel/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/15/salesforce-and-nvidias-new-reasoning-model-is-everything-the-ai-labs-should-fear/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/15/salesforce-and-nvidias-new-reasoning-model-is-everything-the-ai-labs-should-fear/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/15/salesforce-and-nvidias-new-reasoning-model-is-everything-the-ai-labs-should-fear/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/14/jensen-huang-took-a-call-from-trump-and-showed-off-something-else-too/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/14/jensen-huang-took-a-call-from-trump-and-showed-off-something-else-too/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/14/jensen-huang-took-a-call-from-trump-and-showed-off-something-else-too/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/13/the-9-buzziest-startups-from-y-combinators-latest-demo-day-according-to-vcs/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/13/the-9-buzziest-startups-from-y-combinators-latest-demo-day-according-to-vcs/

according to VCs

m Tesla says it will finally unveil the
second-generation Roadster on
October 1

Revolut confirms customer data
breach through fake government
requests

Loading the next article

Th

X B O OoD®EGE W

TechCrunch
Staff

Contact Us
Advertise

Site Map

Terms of Service
Privacy Policy

RSS Terms of Use

OpenAl
Hugging Face

Flock



https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/13/the-9-buzziest-startups-from-y-combinators-latest-demo-day-according-to-vcs/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/12/tesla-says-it-will-finally-unveil-the-second-generation-roadster-on-october-1/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/12/tesla-says-it-will-finally-unveil-the-second-generation-roadster-on-october-1/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/12/tesla-says-it-will-finally-unveil-the-second-generation-roadster-on-october-1/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/12/revolut-confirms-customer-data-breach-through-fake-government-requests/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/12/revolut-confirms-customer-data-breach-through-fake-government-requests/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/12/revolut-confirms-customer-data-breach-through-fake-government-requests/
https://techcrunch.com/
https://twitter.com/techcrunch
https://www.linkedin.com/company/techcrunch
https://www.facebook.com/techcrunch
https://instagram.com/techcrunch
https://www.youtube.com/user/techcrunch
https://mstdn.social/@TechCrunch
https://www.threads.net/@techcrunch
https://bsky.app/profile/techcrunch.com
https://techcrunch.com/
https://techcrunch.com/about-techcrunch/
https://techcrunch.com/contact-us/
https://techcrunch.com/advertise/
https://techcrunch.com/site-map/
https://techcrunch.com/terms-of-service/
https://techcrunch.com/privacy-policy/
https://techcrunch.com/rss-terms-of-use/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/08/24/openai-is-building-an-ai-agent-for-everything-will-everyone-use-them/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/08/24/hugging-face-reportedly-in-talks-to-be-acquired-for-13b/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/08/23/flock-ceo-calls-for-compromise-as-surveillance-company-faces-growing-backlash/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/08/20/the-2026-startup-battlefield-200-is-here-see-who-made-the-cut/

Disrupt 2026
Tech Layoffs

ChatGPT

© 2026 TechCrunch Media LLC.

Do Not Sell or Share My Personal Information



https://techcrunch.com/events/techcrunch-disrupt/
https://techcrunch.com/2025/02/28/tech-layoffs-2024-list/
https://techcrunch.com/2025/01/28/chatgpt-everything-to-know-about-the-ai-chatbot/

