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Skype To Acquire Year-old Group
Messaging Service GroupMe

Michael Arrington
2:42 PM PDT · August 21, 2011

Skype will acquire group messaging service GroupMe, a service that was
born at a hackathon at TechCrunch Disrupt in New York in 2010. GroupMe

was founded by Jared Hecht and Steve Martocci.

The terms of the deal, including price, aren’t being disclosed.
✕
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Just a couple of months after TechCrunch Disrupt the company closed a

$850,000 round of financing from Betaworks, SV Angel, First Round
Capital, Lerer Ventures and a number of prominent angels. Early this year

the company raised $10.6 million more from Khosla Ventures, General
Catalyst and previous investors.

GroupMe allows you to create on the fly private phone groups with others,

and then send text messages throughout the group and set up free
conference calls.

Skype CEO Tony Bates says that he’s been talking to the company for a
few months, at about the same time Skype was in negotiations to be

acquired by Microsoft.

The Microsoft transaction is still pending.

They’ll keep GroupMe as a standalone brand, Bates says, and look for

integration points over time. “The group messaging space in general is
one of the most important markets for Skype,” he told me via a Skype

video call earlier today. He added: “GroupMe creates a very sticky instant

feeling. Like Skype, it is an everyday interactive form of communication.
Skype’s goal is to get to 1 billion users. Mobile is the place to do that.”

https://techcrunch.com/2010/08/25/groupme-born-at-techcrunch-disrupt-secures-funding-and-launches/
https://techcrunch.com/2011/01/04/groupme-scores-10-6-million-from-khosla-ventures-and-others/
http://www.crunchbase.com/person/tony-bates
https://techcrunch.com/2011/05/10/microsoft-acquires-skype/
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsukSeTwdpKAQu6hDnpICtdN0Q308UFUbyCerun55-Wq5OWmZV7eJ7wpIJ5MEO8kO3-_-qPfgOZ30_8h4zwU0f2ND0u4O2DA00Ph55t04LHekdttA1Gba4zWVu4-BQIrggzFJcNB-HuICnyatT3AxwVL3oevC-BlwQm-QV--Jht426YalfnbxvQMuxOcSULcn_Y-TeLnSWt_mNTLjbY-ZVgL0iro20rvezF64S3KjqW5dLm-iRby2ALEPTkE6DVBg6Iyvb33K7SzqB3-Pv2j4RmLTX0IjB-L836mW2o-_DG4ihX-MX9Lt5PCEpI3Ebl8gZgPJFdNjw8uYyh7O-F8YC9JtaoG3j2a4YOjLdjFn_Et5cjgc--PUusLfrDP2QIeBPnLv_bxYmrnvVFnQrzHlEtzaFYHDrq0iJdAVwDWqV0oSemeJKVKNB_KKTUIEwu9ntbPgQ0WceKOSiR0_rYPQuJoctMJqlMJ5UfUJwQiLFQco_MMR9hd_HqJnfa0a_kEDKSJLtKl0TSwFTHfN8uJuXzNGLWGE5dLlhnFJY4sLuUkLJKPnPzucSYf8M1HX8OdtPcXQfpj9mYW2fnrfnWRATVM80ORrB-m9QQq6cTlVZfVtMwwi7GXKDvBG5LF6e6v6-kasX7fkC0ZdH_Sj3H8WCKBqXXnu787kAr9MGqd4R24fnKCTgzaCvO5NtOR60LMoJF31TwfPqwf8DpETzAh20PYkMiWP2oXn0Kr&sai=AMfl-YQ90OBERGjSPBJWpYC_oPBK19CcYY0qCazScM3NKrXpeI975LlJafvVH4POGn0zvZjOGgu2uSByLKa05PP7m-jlFOzIQnIMjtDRGbaPkJsZOy9r2BNgS1XMH8Klndb93pUhGtixbSBgNpTdyP_YDv37PNdMDxnTEhnebU1941PzP1PBrZq8LHqJnRsfwYZOJkE6V5tUKkfAjsUiHJTv5NuBd-DxYDizzJhv_LHlR2Vps0god6tRcgkl1HRn-j33bJ-a9zHWR99YvEIPmBJWur6prZa4Mzjm1fJFXdZHb7JCpQXN4qTNxJuWM_g2KxliDm_KR1535tu8178fSCJHZiHeDDJmGBV_MkhvUD-Q3-CPJnEUXiZL5A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzN6p24knvUDV&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9leS5jb20&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.ey.com/en_us/services/ai%3FWT.mc_id%3D10494657%26AA.tsrc%3Ddisplay%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23805563979
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsukSeTwdpKAQu6hDnpICtdN0Q308UFUbyCerun55-Wq5OWmZV7eJ7wpIJ5MEO8kO3-_-qPfgOZ30_8h4zwU0f2ND0u4O2DA00Ph55t04LHekdttA1Gba4zWVu4-BQIrggzFJcNB-HuICnyatT3AxwVL3oevC-BlwQm-QV--Jht426YalfnbxvQMuxOcSULcn_Y-TeLnSWt_mNTLjbY-ZVgL0iro20rvezF64S3KjqW5dLm-iRby2ALEPTkE6DVBg6Iyvb33K7SzqB3-Pv2j4RmLTX0IjB-L836mW2o-_DG4ihX-MX9Lt5PCEpI3Ebl8gZgPJFdNjw8uYyh7O-F8YC9JtaoG3j2a4YOjLdjFn_Et5cjgc--PUusLfrDP2QIeBPnLv_bxYmrnvVFnQrzHlEtzaFYHDrq0iJdAVwDWqV0oSemeJKVKNB_KKTUIEwu9ntbPgQ0WceKOSiR0_rYPQuJoctMJqlMJ5UfUJwQiLFQco_MMR9hd_HqJnfa0a_kEDKSJLtKl0TSwFTHfN8uJuXzNGLWGE5dLlhnFJY4sLuUkLJKPnPzucSYf8M1HX8OdtPcXQfpj9mYW2fnrfnWRATVM80ORrB-m9QQq6cTlVZfVtMwwi7GXKDvBG5LF6e6v6-kasX7fkC0ZdH_Sj3H8WCKBqXXnu787kAr9MGqd4R24fnKCTgzaCvO5NtOR60LMoJF31TwfPqwf8DpETzAh20PYkMiWP2oXn0Kr&sai=AMfl-YQ90OBERGjSPBJWpYC_oPBK19CcYY0qCazScM3NKrXpeI975LlJafvVH4POGn0zvZjOGgu2uSByLKa05PP7m-jlFOzIQnIMjtDRGbaPkJsZOy9r2BNgS1XMH8Klndb93pUhGtixbSBgNpTdyP_YDv37PNdMDxnTEhnebU1941PzP1PBrZq8LHqJnRsfwYZOJkE6V5tUKkfAjsUiHJTv5NuBd-DxYDizzJhv_LHlR2Vps0god6tRcgkl1HRn-j33bJ-a9zHWR99YvEIPmBJWur6prZa4Mzjm1fJFXdZHb7JCpQXN4qTNxJuWM_g2KxliDm_KR1535tu8178fSCJHZiHeDDJmGBV_MkhvUD-Q3-CPJnEUXiZL5A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzN6p24knvUDV&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9leS5jb20&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.ey.com/en_us/services/ai%3FWT.mc_id%3D10494657%26AA.tsrc%3Ddisplay%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23805563979


GroupMe, which has twenty employees, will remain in New York.
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