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Plaid, a company that connects financial applications to users’ bank
accounts, enabling payments and data verification, has allowed
employees to sell some of their shares at an $8 billion valuation, the
company confirmed to TechCrunch on Thursday.

The valuation represents a 31% increase from the $6.1 billion valuation the
13-year-old company achieved in April of last year, when it raised a $575
million round led by Franklin Templeton for partly the same purpose:
purchasing shares from employees, including to help them cover the
taxes associated with converting expiring restricted stock units (RSUs, a
form of equity compensation) into shares.
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Despite its new, bigger headline number, Plaid is still valued at 40% below
its $13.4 billion peak in 2021, when ultra-low interest rates drove a massive
surge in fintech valuations.

Such transactions have become increasingly common among private
companies using liquidity as a retention tool. Recent examples include
Stripe, which this week said it would allow employees to sell shares at a
$159 billion valuation, as well as Clay, ElevenLabs, and Linear.

Beyond retention and to help staff cover tax bills triggered when RSUs
vest, they relieve pressure on management to pursue an IPO before the
company is ready.


https://techcrunch.com/2025/04/03/fintech-plaid-raises-575m-at-6-1b-valuation-says-it-will-not-go-public-in-2025/
https://techcrunch.com/2025/04/03/fintech-plaid-raises-575m-at-6-1b-valuation-says-it-will-not-go-public-in-2025/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/02/05/secondary-sales-shift-from-founder-windfalls-to-employee-retention-tools/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/02/24/stripes-valuation-soars-74-to-159-billion/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/02/05/secondary-sales-shift-from-founder-windfalls-to-employee-retention-tools/
https://elevenlabs.io/blog/announcing-an-employee-tender
https://linear.app/now/giving-our-team-liquidity-through-linear-s-first-tender-offer
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst2zPYg_a2JBny3mIObDlmGqdEh5uMAbBEi9D6TijT2QnqpPOtVSvINJSthF9RM-0LK94Hoyt7L5bDLtKujublF5WypoA1qNqYo0fHJdCxnGe3DFdGYPuDdY3Utq4Uh1iB0pIWRWd32Jo5n4sRIYqgg1oxq5Oduxfv-AywUY79-KqUBW1AILYJjWaub3OadcX6GBs_DEdfXQg46ob3li96aZLHHV740t5bk2cz3YFfzm3fXXCf3MdMmYtIVNq77OTk039NCACAPyEEZTis0AuJSPuzknY6Ip0bZVBd8_9ijgr2SKBxEqqpk8MF5d1yRiSds9z41JNP3WsK7jgnQlaI8sEurFY3RYJM-PMNFeNbEKSUN7XvD9e8ycIBLliPr1iRLNqKb4vP_28taSVNiPi6_Mi6SNXeBM1fD2w9VIRAgeTHXyR9N1aoPo5iiuxDonw6gl-AlDyodPGLwWxphOvO07niP6UDpYGJ2MLABgJ6AGA7LRiRMpwOmB_n2DjEiXvQaJuPrCr1_EVqEM5L-8yuZEHoQbTccuSSXg3_1dIJjeZXSVYt0IaXx5dGCut6rkdsnJKy7_nJ1uPKnE0Eu9LVDf0dmXsa7gplY-PBbjouVMIV1v3mxzhLFvvJO2v45CTg0BnmoMA3sr-cu_TD7hQMyc2Pslmq6uGCF2KlHOrx_xQ3shazIeLu62Da08pZjG6bCqTtoPfCbE-ps6rsCY9Qu9Z4G7eAc-mIO&sai=AMfl-YTVRNy7riAVl_ToVm9gYUwJlVQ_vC1HPo2h8dqluChf5j1N6WdSAWrQjrgNPf9VXqsCFr9NAA3G9NZmzheZZKu5WLzPZhWBdx2LaHNj-jGGOTbEfzw5aOsRs66iVWZ1CRSw6xgPwkTVmX70hYs0M-h2ToKV4jHIIouOhjfyfg66lSPex5Up44ezx3VnH5V2Tth8H8cv78uBL1UNg_jjeG-VwGn6l95bEwaBAd_NqmpJOm_XrnIBMv0BXl6BFGk9R2M58oxZkBRiHM2g127OUOFJZail3dHqs2KWvY1S6wKCL1a_ibaOC6T51E9F0JnK2rsF1jzh08vxVAjJbCMrkv6wDBvrx2yj7hcHoF90aQxLlmkmGqmP9Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzM2ZVrFxx8IN&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9leS5jb20&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.ey.com/en_us/services/ai%3FWT.mc_id%3D10494657%26AA.tsrc%3Ddisplay%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23805563979
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst2zPYg_a2JBny3mIObDlmGqdEh5uMAbBEi9D6TijT2QnqpPOtVSvINJSthF9RM-0LK94Hoyt7L5bDLtKujublF5WypoA1qNqYo0fHJdCxnGe3DFdGYPuDdY3Utq4Uh1iB0pIWRWd32Jo5n4sRIYqgg1oxq5Oduxfv-AywUY79-KqUBW1AILYJjWaub3OadcX6GBs_DEdfXQg46ob3li96aZLHHV740t5bk2cz3YFfzm3fXXCf3MdMmYtIVNq77OTk039NCACAPyEEZTis0AuJSPuzknY6Ip0bZVBd8_9ijgr2SKBxEqqpk8MF5d1yRiSds9z41JNP3WsK7jgnQlaI8sEurFY3RYJM-PMNFeNbEKSUN7XvD9e8ycIBLliPr1iRLNqKb4vP_28taSVNiPi6_Mi6SNXeBM1fD2w9VIRAgeTHXyR9N1aoPo5iiuxDonw6gl-AlDyodPGLwWxphOvO07niP6UDpYGJ2MLABgJ6AGA7LRiRMpwOmB_n2DjEiXvQaJuPrCr1_EVqEM5L-8yuZEHoQbTccuSSXg3_1dIJjeZXSVYt0IaXx5dGCut6rkdsnJKy7_nJ1uPKnE0Eu9LVDf0dmXsa7gplY-PBbjouVMIV1v3mxzhLFvvJO2v45CTg0BnmoMA3sr-cu_TD7hQMyc2Pslmq6uGCF2KlHOrx_xQ3shazIeLu62Da08pZjG6bCqTtoPfCbE-ps6rsCY9Qu9Z4G7eAc-mIO&sai=AMfl-YTVRNy7riAVl_ToVm9gYUwJlVQ_vC1HPo2h8dqluChf5j1N6WdSAWrQjrgNPf9VXqsCFr9NAA3G9NZmzheZZKu5WLzPZhWBdx2LaHNj-jGGOTbEfzw5aOsRs66iVWZ1CRSw6xgPwkTVmX70hYs0M-h2ToKV4jHIIouOhjfyfg66lSPex5Up44ezx3VnH5V2Tth8H8cv78uBL1UNg_jjeG-VwGn6l95bEwaBAd_NqmpJOm_XrnIBMv0BXl6BFGk9R2M58oxZkBRiHM2g127OUOFJZail3dHqs2KWvY1S6wKCL1a_ibaOC6T51E9F0JnK2rsF1jzh08vxVAjJbCMrkv6wDBvrx2yj7hcHoF90aQxLlmkmGqmP9Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzM2ZVrFxx8IN&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9leS5jb20&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.ey.com/en_us/services/ai%3FWT.mc_id%3D10494657%26AA.tsrc%3Ddisplay%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23805563979

Topics: Fintech |InBrief Plaid SecondarySales Venture

i DISRUPT

October 13 -15 San Francisco

Last day to book an exhibit table is
September 18. Don’t miss out on high-
impact leads, investor access, and a
brand spotlight in Disrupt’s Expo Hall.

BOOK NOW

Newsletters

Subscribe for the industry’s biggest tech news

TechCrunch Daily News (®  TechCrunch Mobility ®
Every weekday and Sunday, you can get the TechCrunch Mobility is your destination for
best of TechCrunch’s coverage. transportation news and insight.

Startups Weekly @ StrictlyVC @
Startups are the core of TechCrunch, so get Provides movers and shakers with the info
our best coverage delivered weekly. they need to start their day.

No newsletters selected.

Email address

By submitting your email, you agree to our Terms and Privacy Notice.



https://techcrunch.com/category/fintech/
https://techcrunch.com/tag/in-brief/
https://techcrunch.com/tag/plaid/
https://techcrunch.com/tag/secondary-sales/
https://techcrunch.com/category/venture/
https://techcrunch.com/events/techcrunch-disrupt/exhibit/?promo=rightrail_exhibit&utm_campaign=disrupt2026&utm_content=exhibit&utm_medium=ad&utm_source=tc
https://techcrunch.com/newsletters/
https://techcrunch.com/newsletters/
https://techcrunch.com/terms-of-service/
https://techcrunch.com/privacy-policy/

Related

a llgg-
Ic

Al Al
Base Labs launches an Rival Al agents, Instinct and
open-weight Al safety Meta’s Muse, both add the

partnership with Hugging ability to make calls
Face and Goodfire

Ivan Mehta
Aditya Mehta 9 hours ago

6 hours ago

| atest in Venture

VENTURE

How Bain Capital Ventures
plans to deploy its fresh
$1.6B fund

Marina Temkin

10 hours ago

TECHCRUNCH DISRUPT 2026 VENTURE

2 days left to exhibit at How Bain Capital VVentures

TechCrunch Disrupt 2026 plans to deploy its fresh
$1.6B fund

TechCrunch Events
9 hours ago Marina Temkin

10 hours ago

VENTURE

Comp Al setseyeson a
continuously agentic future
for security and
compliance

Dominic-Madori Davis

A0 hAtira A~nA


https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/17/base-labs-launches-an-open-weight-ai-safety-partnership-with-hugging-face-and-goodfire/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/17/rival-ai-agents-instinct-and-metas-muse-both-add-the-ability-to-make-calls/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/17/how-bain-capital-ventures-plans-to-deploy-its-fresh-1-6b-fund/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/17/2-days-left-to-exhibit-at-techcrunch-disrupt-2026/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/17/how-bain-capital-ventures-plans-to-deploy-its-fresh-1-6b-fund/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/09/17/comp-ai-sets-eyes-on-a-continiously-agentic-future-for-security-and-complaince/
https://techcrunch.com/category/artificial-intelligence/
https://techcrunch.com/author/aditya-mehta/
https://techcrunch.com/category/artificial-intelligence/
https://techcrunch.com/author/ivan-mehta/
https://techcrunch.com/category/venture/
https://techcrunch.com/author/marina-temkin/
https://techcrunch.com/events/techcrunch-disrupt/
https://techcrunch.com/author/techcrunch-events/
https://techcrunch.com/category/venture/
https://techcrunch.com/author/marina-temkin/
https://techcrunch.com/category/venture/
https://techcrunch.com/author/dominic-madori-davis/

Tha

X B OOo®EeE W

TechCrunch
Staff

Contact Us
Advertise

Site Map

Terms of Service
Privacy Policy

RSS Terms of Use

OpenAl

Hugging Face
Flock

Startup Battlefield
Disrupt 2026

Tech Layoffs

ChatGPT

© 2026 TechCrunch Media LLC.

Do Not Sell or Share My Personal Information



https://techcrunch.com/
https://twitter.com/techcrunch
https://www.linkedin.com/company/techcrunch
https://www.facebook.com/techcrunch
https://instagram.com/techcrunch
https://www.youtube.com/user/techcrunch
https://mstdn.social/@TechCrunch
https://www.threads.net/@techcrunch
https://bsky.app/profile/techcrunch.com
https://techcrunch.com/
https://techcrunch.com/about-techcrunch/
https://techcrunch.com/contact-us/
https://techcrunch.com/advertise/
https://techcrunch.com/site-map/
https://techcrunch.com/terms-of-service/
https://techcrunch.com/privacy-policy/
https://techcrunch.com/rss-terms-of-use/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/08/24/openai-is-building-an-ai-agent-for-everything-will-everyone-use-them/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/08/24/hugging-face-reportedly-in-talks-to-be-acquired-for-13b/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/08/23/flock-ceo-calls-for-compromise-as-surveillance-company-faces-growing-backlash/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/08/20/the-2026-startup-battlefield-200-is-here-see-who-made-the-cut/
https://techcrunch.com/events/techcrunch-disrupt/
https://techcrunch.com/2025/02/28/tech-layoffs-2024-list/
https://techcrunch.com/2025/01/28/chatgpt-everything-to-know-about-the-ai-chatbot/

