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Meet Lisa Monaco, the 57-year-old Microsoft executive Trump
wants fired
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of Global Affairs for Microsoft, in a very senior role with access to Highly Sensitive
Information. Monaco’s having that kind of access is unacceptable, and cannot be
allowed to stand.”

Microsoft has declined to comment on Trump’s demands.

The Harvard-educated former deputy attorney general now faces Trump’s public
pressure campaign against former Biden administration officials who have moved
into corporate leadership roles.

A career in government service

Monaco joined Microsoft in July as the company’s president of global affairs, leading
Microsoft’s interactions with foreign governments, according to her LinkedIn profile.
The appointment came after a distinguished career spanning more than two decades
in government service, including senior roles in both the Obama and Biden
administrations.
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Monaco’s government career began with a clerkship for Judge Jane Richards Roth on
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, followed by service as counsel to
Attorney General Janet Reno from 1998 to 2001. She spent 15 years at the Department
of Justice, serving as a federal prosecutor and in senior management positions,
including chief of staff to FBI Director Robert Mueller after the Sept. 11 attacks.

Under President Obama, Monaco served as assistant attorney general for the national
security division from 2011 to 2013, becoming the first woman to hold that position.
She then moved to the White House as assistant to the president for homeland
security and counterterrorism from 2013 to 2017, where she coordinated the federal
government’s response to cybersecurity threats, terrorism, and other national
security challenges.

Key role in Trump investigations

During the Biden administration, Monaco served as deputy attorney general, the
second-highest position in the Justice Department, from 2021 to the beginning of
2025. In this role, she became a central figure in several high-profile investigations
that directly involved Trump, making her a particular target of his ire.
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Monaco helped coordinate the Justice Department’s response to the Jan. 6th attacks
on the U.S. Capitol by Trump supporters in 2021. In January 2022, Monaco publicly
announced that the Justice Department was investigating the Trump fake electors
plot, saying in a CNN interview that the department would pursue the matter.
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Her involvement extended to the Election Threats Task Force, which Attorney General
Merrick Garland established to combat threats against election workers. Monaco
regularly participated in task force meetings alongside FBI Director Christopher Wray
and other senior officials, working to address what prosecutors described as an
unprecedented rise in violent threats against election administrators.

Monaco also played a supervisory role during the special counsel investigations led by
Jack Smith, who was appointed in November 2022 to investigate Trump’s handling of
classified documents and his alleged attempts to overturn the 2020 election. As
deputy attorney general, Monaco would have been involved in overseeing these
politically sensitive cases, though she maintained that all decisions were made
independently of political influence.

Corporate transition and Trump's response

Between her government stints, Monaco worked in the private sector as a CNN
national security analyst and later as a partner at international law firm O’Melveny &
Myers, where she cochaired the firm’s data security and privacy group. She advised
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The controversy emerged after Fox Business anchor Maria Bartiromo highlighted
Monaco’s Microsoft appointment on X Friday morning, suggesting Trump may have
only recently become aware of her corporate role.

In his Truth Social post, Trump wrote: “It is my opinion that Microsoft should
immediately terminate the employment of Lisa Monaco.” He claimed the U.S.
government had recently stripped Monaco of security clearances and banned her
from federal properties, though these actions appear related to his broader
revocation of clearances for former Biden administration officials. The controversy
around Monaco came just one day after the Justice Department indicted former FBI
Director James Comey.

For this story, Fortune used generative Al to help with an initial draft. An editor
verified the accuracy of the information before publishing.

Fortune Daily breaks the traditional barrier between audience and newsroom. The show
transforms Fortune's trusted reporting into actionable, conversational, and entertaining
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Dave Smith is a writer and editor who also has been published in Business Insider, Newsweek, ABC News,

and USA Today.

See full bio >
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Congress is so dysfunctional and irresponsible it’s only done its job four times since
World War II

By Steve H. Hanke and David M. Walker
September 17, 2026
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Exclusive: Inside the room where Nancy Pelosi and Mike Pence shared an emotional
embrace in front of America’s leadership class

By Nick Lichtenberg and Eva Roytburg
September 16, 2026
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After Many Decades of Stability
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ECONOMY °* MIDDLE CLASS

Goldman says the economy is rewarding capital ownership over labor — and most

Americans don’t own enough of it to benefit

By Nick Lichtenberg
September 16, 2026
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Urgent calls from OpenAl, Anthropic for an Al slowdown fall on deaf ears with
Trump, Xi ahead of next week’s meeting

By Emily Forlini
September 15, 2026
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Al * POLITICS

‘Give the American people a say in how Al develops’: Alex Bores launches a $30
million nonprofit bent on regulating Al

By Catherina Gioino
September 15, 2026
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BIG TECH

Elon Musk, the world’s richest man, says he’s living in an Airstream trailer to oversee
XAI's biggest expansion yet

By Marco Quiroz-Gutierrez
September 15, 2026
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Price of oil:

September 16, 2026

PERSONAL FINANCE
Current price of oil as of September 16, 2026

By Joseph Hostetler
September 16, 2026
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Walmart heirs Olivia and Tom Walton are committing $100 million to America's
maternal death crisis—and betting states and donors will pour in more

By Sydney Lake
September 15, 2026
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ECONOMY

Trump’s tariffs slashed jobs and wage growth. Now companies are funneling $100
billion in refunds to supplement workers’ retirement

By Sasha Rogelberg
September 15, 2026
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